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February 24, 1964 


Mr. Y. Kharlamov 
Chairman, Student Council 
of the USSR 
Ulitsa Korpotkina 10 

Moscow, USSR •„ ^ 

Dear Mr, Kharlamov? 

We have received your letter in response to our proposal for 
a joint statement supporting the recent test bsn treaty, h’e 
are pleased that you §jiare with us a deep and abiding concern 
tKat students should support this epoch-narking initiative. 

Your suggestion that the statement be arranged at the Florence 
Conference for Peace, Disarraaent 6 National Independence is an 
Interesting one, to which we have given much careful attention. 

We, of course, will always support any sincere undertaking which 
will encourage the world to live in peace, and any steps taken 
by students to further this aim will receive our whole-hearted 
backing. 

However, we feel that because of the nature of the Florence Con¬ 
ference end the ways in which it has been organized, USNSA can¬ 
not, in true faith to its principles, attend. While it is a noble 
idea for youth and students from throughout the world to cosie to¬ 
gether honestly and in earnest to discuss ways to further peace and 
disarmament, we feel that the forum for such an undertaking oust 
provide the maximum opportunity for fruitful discussion. ' A meaning¬ 
ful conference on peace and disarmament must necessarily avoid 
stretegems end tactics designed to push forward one point of view 
to the exclusion of others. We feel that the Florence Conference 
does not avoid these hindrances to true understanding, and we 
therefore cannot attend. 

Your contention that a joint statement by the student organizations 
of the USA end the USSR would have an inportant effect on delegates 
to the Conference perhaps has some merit. Therefore, we'ero all 
the r.ore disappointed that you could not sign the statement we sent 
to you before the Conference. In the future, doubtless, there will 
be a greater willingness to cooperate constructively. 


■ AIxX/v*lu:K KORNS 
International Affairs Vice- 
President 
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